
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                               October 29, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 281 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I have inherited the idea that you are in the 
elevated, the noble, and the sublime.  With this understanding 
I spend time looking for these in myself, believing I should find 
them and cultivate them.  I have come to the conclusion that 
there is not much inside me I can describe this way.  In reality, 
my life is mostly filled with what is ordinary, and with what I 
have learned to think of as base or sordid elements of myself.  I 
am surprised to discover that your efforts are aimed at having 
me spend more conscious time with what I consider ordinary, 
base and sordid.  Your interest is to help me elevate these to 
being things that are actually noble and sublime, since in your 
eyes they contain much of value about myself.  However, I am 
quick to judge myself, and therefore am slow to see the value 
in the ordinary and sordid within me. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 22:34-46 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 601 (Verses 1, 2 and 5) 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for November 5, 2017  
Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37; 

1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12. 
F.Y.I. 
 Daylight Savings Time ends next Sunday.  The clocks “fall” back 
one hour. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 New phone number for Margaret and Darold Allen: 
  916-476-5744. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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The Love of God 
In Christianity, the primary characteristic of God is love. What we 
think this means matters a great deal, because what we think it 
means determines how we believe the love of God is manifest in 
our lives. I suggest that virtually everyone thinks of the love of God 
as a feeling, and believes God’s love manifests itself in our lives by 
our feeling loved or having positive regard our ourselves. This belief 
works its way into our culture in the form of a bias or partiality that 
favors feeling “good” in the many forms that takes, “up,” “positive,” 
“optimistic,” and “enthusiastic” being examples. We unconsciously 
and automatically prefer these experiences, and do not recognize 
that by doing so we are victimized by our culture’s prejudice toward 
feeling “good.” So pervasive is this bias that we rarely notice how it 
diminishes our experience of our own lives. “Good” is an evaluation, 
which has the effect of focusing our curiosity and interest onto 
certain things, and diverting our curiosity and interest away from 
many other things. 
 
It would be more useful to think of God’s love as an activity. God is 
always loving us by the cultivation and support of cognition—the 
mental activity of acquiring knowledge and understanding through 
thought, experience, and the senses. God loves us by bringing us 
such things as “awareness,” “perception,” “sensitivity,” and 
“consciousness.” The love of God has nothing to do with how we 
feel, and everything to do with being aware of how we feel. We 
know God loves us because insights form, awareness expands, 
perception deepens, sensitivity heightens, and consciousness 
unfolds. As God’s love for us works its way in us, we are introduced 
to components of our life that to us “feel” both “good” and “bad,” 
and this is by way of our being given the opportunity to become 
familiar with them and understand them. God’s covenant with us is 
not that we will “feel good,” but that we will be given the fullness 
of our own life. This involves being introduced to elements of our 
life from which we are disconnected and don’t particularly want or 
enjoy [redemption], which keeps us safe from wearing out by 
constantly seeking to be someone we think we should be or want 
to be rather than are [salvation]. 

[Jim Robie, 10-25-17]  
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Ordinary Time – Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost 
[Matthew 22:34-46] 

When asked “What is the greatest commandment?” Jesus 
answers “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and 
mind.” We are going to look carefully at this answer. The word 
translated as “love” is the Greek word “agapao,” which means “to 
love in a social or moral sense, as a matter of principle, duty, or 
propriety.” What is important about this word is that it is describing 
a love that is not primarily about the heart, about our feelings or 
emotions, but is primarily about the head, about our thinking and 
mental processes. Agapao does not tell us what love is, it tells us 
about how it is enacted. If we think of love not as a feeling but as 
an action, the action is one of putting someone/something first in 
the sense of them being a priority. What we put first is what we 
love. Mostly we put first what we have the strongest feelings for, 
but the word agapao is describing putting someone/something 
first on a different basis: that of doing so because it is the “best” 
thing to do, or the “right” thing to do, or the most “important” 
thing do to, or the “necessary” thing to do, based on what has been 
concluded through things like reason and intuition. Why would 
anyone love God, put God first? Some would say: Because doing so 
feels good in some way; agapao suggests we would do so because 
we have come to the place where we realize that doing so is 
necessary in order to have a full human life, a life where we treat 
fairly and equitably the different components that comprise the 
person we are. 

If we put God first, what are we putting first? We have been 
talking about God as the creator of insight, as the one who 
originates awareness, develops perception, engineers the 
emergence of consciousness, and initiates sensitivity. To put God 
first would mean we make the cultivation of these capacities the 
highest priority. We love God by making choices to pay attention 
to insights, by having a willingness for our awareness to be 
expanded and our perceptions deepened, by leaning toward being 
more conscious, and desiring greater sensitivity. To love God in the 
sense of “agapao” is to make a decision to be open to these 
activities which God orchestrates within us, something we would 

do because we have reasoned out that these are the undertakings 
that are fitting for us as human beings. In other words, we are 
mentally, emotionally and neurologically disposed to receive them 
and also to make use of them. A different way to say the same thing 
is to say: we are made in the image of God—God is what creates 
these cognitive capacities, and we are created to personify and 
embody them and then use them in order to have a human life. 

In order to attend to this, we will need to engage our heart, soul 
and mind. The Greek word translated as “heart” is a figure of speech 
referring to our thoughts and feelings, what we refer to as our mind. 
The Greek word translated as “soul” is the word for “breath” or 
“spirit,” and refers to what in us perceives our experiences and is 
conscious of them. The Greek word translated as “mind” refers to 
the capacity for and the exercise of deep thought, what we call 
intellect. We love God by giving ourselves over to being conscious 
of our thoughts, feelings and perceptions, and using our intellect, 
our intelligence, to explore, understand and use them. To “love the 
Lord our God with all our heart, soul and mind” is to approach 
everything this way. This is a way of being in and inhabiting any and 
every situation. It is not a particular way to act, but a particular way 
to be present. 

In this text, loving God is a “commandment,” a word toward 
which we need to exercise caution. We have learned to think of a 
commandment as a demand for unyielding, uncompromising 
compliance with something, implying punishment if we fail to 
comply. This is not what the biblical word means. In the Bible, a 
commandment is a directive given with authority and emphasis. The 
directive is to keep something in our mind’s eye as a reference, 
something we can rest in and return to in order to get our bearings 
when we lose our way. So, if loving God is a way of being in and 
inhabiting any and every situation, we want to keep in our mind’s 
eye what that way of being in a situation is and involves: being 
conscious of our thoughts, feelings and perceptions, and using our 
intelligence to explore these realities, seeking to be present in a way 
that is equitable and fair to all involved. Loving God is the thing to 
which we return as a way of getting oriented, as a way of 
remembering what we are about, something we can rest in as a way 



of recovering our path when we have lost our way. For example, 
when an issue we face is difficult, we are often tempted to resolve 
it by reference to our parent’s advice, our own prejudices or our 
felt needs. The commandment is a directive given with authority 
and emphasis as a way to help us get and keep our bearings, 
something we can refer to when we are overwhelmed and lost. 
Stated briefly and succinctly: when we are lost or overwhelmed, or 
when we are “on automatic,” we are strongly advised to “think,” to 
engage our “cognitive faculties,” to use our thoughts and feelings 
[our mind], and also our ability to reflect on our experience, as well 
as our intellect, to make choices that bring about the most 
equitable and fair treatment possible in any situation we are facing. 

The second half of the commandment is an extension of the 
first. Being conscious of our thoughts, feelings and perceptions, 
and using our intelligence to explore and understand these things, 
and seeking that which is most fair and equitable, is something that 
is intended to be applied to whoever and whatever is “close by” 
[the Greek meaning of the word translated as neighbor], as well as 
to one’s self. We make use of our awareness, perception, 
sensitivity and consciousness in the relating we do internally and 
externally. Loving God and neighbor is a way of walking through life 
and relating to whatever is presented to us. 

 [Jim Robie, 10-25-17, 21st Sunday after Pentecost, Cycle A, Matthew 22:34-46] 


